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Allstate Introduces "Good Ride Grants" For Motorcycle Safety Ideas
Allstate Insurance Company announced the newest initiative under its Rider

Protection Project portfolio - a series of programs all focused on making the roads a
safer place to ride. The Allstate Good Ride Grant contest will award a combined
total of $25,000 to five contest winners with the best ideas for advancing motorcycle
safety and awareness.

Now through August 31, 2013, contest applicants may submit their Good Ride
Grant submissions through the designated tab on Allstate Motorcycle's Facebook
page at facebook.com/AllstateMotorcycle.  Entries are welcome from anyone,
including local governments, dealerships, rider clubs and individuals.

A six-person judging committee will determine the top 15 finalists, whose ideas
will then be featured on the Allstate Motorcycle Facebook page where fans can vote
for their favorites and the top five will each receive a $5,000 grant to help put their
ideas into action.

Feds Petition For Mandatory
Anti- Lock Brakes On All
Street Bikes

The Insurance Institute for
Highway Safety (IIHS) and the
Highway Loss Data Institute
(HLDI) have petitioned the
National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration
(NHTSA) to upgrade the
Federal Motor Vehicle Safety
Standard (FMVSS) No. 122 Motorcycle brake systems (49 CFR 571.122). 

"This standard should be strengthened to require ABS on all new motorcycles
manufactured for on-highway use in the United States," wrote the IIHS and HLDI in
joint letter on May 30, 2013 to NHTSA Administrator David L. Strickland. 

Research by IIHS and HLDI indicate that ABS reduces the motorcycle fatal crash
rate by an estimated 31% and the collision insurance claim rate by an estimated
20%.

BMW Develops Inflatable Safety Clothing
BMW Motorrad and Dainese have announced that they are to cooperate in a joint

development of innovative motorcycle safety clothing, partnering to develop motor-
cycle rider equipment with fully integrated inflatable protectors.

The first product to emerge from the cooperation will be the DoubleR RaceAir
one-piece leather suit designed exclusively for use on racetracks, and the next stage
will be to develop the Dainese D-Air Street System as a retrofit solution for BMW
Motorrad.  The system is scheduled to be launched in 2015, following successful
completion of all the crash tests. BMW Motorrad customers will then be able to
retrofit the innovative safety system to their motorcycles. 

Based in Germany, BMW Motorrad is the only motorcycle manufacturer to have
developed the complete range of rider equipment ever since the 1970s - from motor-
cycle helmets to rider suits, boots and gloves.  The ABS pioneer says it has always
regarded motorcycling and safety as being inseparably linked and anchored in the
"Safety 360°" principle, which breaks down the overall concept of safe motorcy-
cling into three facets: safety technology in the vehicle, safety deriving from rider
equipment and safety through rider training.

Panamaian Riders To Be
Required To Wear
Numbered Vests And
Helmets 

Amid nationwide protests
from motorcycle riders, a con-
troversial new set of laws may
soon force motorcyclists in
Panama to emblazon their
license plate number on
reflective vests and helmets.

Following objections from
motorcycle clubs, the Transport Authority (ATTT) decided to postpone the enforce-
ment of the decree regulating the new safety standards for motorcycles, Resolution
904, which was originally set to begin July 24th.  Motorcyclist groups in this
Central American country say that the measure will not help reduce the use of
motorcycles in acts of crime, such as drive-by shootings, and they also insist that the 

measure is unconstitutional.
Ricardo Mosquera, the President of the Motorcycle

Association of Panama, described the move as arbitrary, and
as an imposition. "At no time were we consulted on this new
standard, it also strikes me as having been negotiated with whoever is going to sell
the vests. Moreover, a criminal could simply make a vest bearing any number, com-
mit their crime, and the innocent would then be blamed," Mosquera told Panama-

Guide.com.
ATTT head Roberto Moreno

said that motorcyclists only
disagree with the use of num-
bered helmets and vests but
are not opposed to driving
with their lights on, and they
also have no qualms about
restrictions on driving on side-
walks and shoulders of the
roads and in the middle of
streets and avenues around the
country.

Pink Plates Panned By Maine Motorcyclists
The Maine lawmaker who was the driving force behind the popular pink ribbon

breast cancer awareness license plate in that state says the response to creating a
motorcycle version has been lukewarm.

The Maine Cancer Foundation says nearly 70 people have committed to the
motorcycle license plate, but 500 pre-orders are required for the Bureau of Motor
Vehicles to begin production.

State Representative Meredith Strang Burgess (R-Cumberland) has told the
Journal Tribune newspaper
that she's setting a deadline of
year's end for collecting pre-
orders. If the pre-registrations
are gathered, it will take three
months for the state to pro-
duce the plates before the first
ones will be seen on Maine
motorcycles.

Motorcyclists Launch $100
Million Suit Against Quebec
insurance Board

The Motorcyclist Movement of Quebec, which represents more than 8,000 motor-
cyclists in the province, says sky-high hikes in insurance premiums are unfair and
discriminate against motorcycle owners, and held a protest in downtown Montreal to
launch a $100 million class-action lawsuit against Quebec's automobile insurance
board (SAAQ).

The organization's president and founder, Michael Mosca, says license plate regis-
tration fees have increased by 400% since 2008.  "They're being discriminated upon.
It's a very abusive law," he says.

However, the SAAQ says the premiums are needed in order to compensate vic-
tims involved in motorcycle accidents.  The board adjusted insurance premiums
after a review revealed a $109 million deficit in 2006.  While Mosca admits that
motorcycles are higher-risk vehicles, he claims that "When there are accidents
between cars and motorcycles, 94 or 95% of the time it's the car's fault, so the
motorcyclist is being punished when he's not at fault."

Instead of increasing fees, Mosca suggests the SAAQ should do more to educate
people about road safety, adding that it's time people change their minds about
motorcycles.  "Motorcycles consume less fuel, they cause less pollution, less dam-
age to the roads, which is beneficial to the whole planet," he said.

Missouri Initiative May Put Ridership To A Vote
The secretary of state's office has announced that a petition to restrict passengers

on motorcycles has met standards for circulation, and supporters can begin collect-
ing signatures to get the proposal on the 2014 ballot.

The proposal, to be put to voters to decide, would require Missouri motorcycle
operators to be at least 21 and complete a rider-safety class before they could carry
passengers. The restrictions would not apply to those who have had had a motorcy-
cle license for the previous two years and were born in 1984 or earlier.

The first violation would be a misdemeanor with a fine of up to $300. Penalties
would increase for repeat offenses.


