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6 Millionth Motorcyclist Graduates From Rider Training
The Motorcycle Safety Foundation recently graduated its six millionth RiderCourse
student, a milestone reached through the ongoing efforts of nearly 10,000
RiderCoaches at more than 2,000 training sites worldwide.
"We have RiderCourses across the nation and around the globe, often during week-
days, and virtually every weekend of the year," said Robert Gladden, vice president of
the Motorcycle Safety Foundation, adding that a wide variety of MSF RiderCourses
are available in every state to provide motorcyclists everywhere with lifelong learn-
ing opportunities.
"From the Basic RiderCourse to
a much more advanced day on
the track, from standard motor-
cycles to scooters to three-wheel
motorcycles, from small bikes
to large, we cover it all," said
Dr. Ray Ochs, MSF director of
training systems.
In addition, the MSF collabo-
rates with safety professionals
worldwide. For example, the
MSF is currently helping estab-
lish rider training in the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan. The MSF works with all
branches of the U.S. Armed Services to support riders in the military. And the
Foundation also works with world champion road racers on track-based programs that
improve rider safety everywhere.
"The MSF is still best known for its world renowned Basic RiderCourse, the best first
motorcycle ride for any new street rider and the cornerstone of the MSF's Essential
CORE curriculum," said Tim Buche, president of the MSF. "We want all riders to start
with the BRC, then continue their education with the Basic Bike Bonding, Street
RiderCourses and more."
Founded in 1973, the MSF is a not-for-profit organization sponsored by BMW, BRP,
Ducati, Harley-Davidson, Honda, Kawasaki, KTM, Piaggio, Suzuki, Triumph,
Victory and Yamaha to promote safety through rider training and education, operator
licensing tests and public information programs.
For safety information or to enroll in the RiderCourse nearest you, visit www.msf-
usa.org or call (800) 446-9227. www.ON-A-BIKE.com

Pennsylvania Measure
Would Limit Learner
Permits
ABATE of Pennsylvania is
supporting legislation to limit
the number of motorcycle
learner's permits allowed
before a rider must get a
license. "All too often those
involved in serious accidents
have no motorcycle endorse-
ment on their license," lobbyist

Charles Umbenhauer of BikePAC told the National Coalition of Motorcyclists
(NCOM), adding that "In most cases this also means they have had no formal motor-
cycle rider training."
State Representative Seth Grove (R-Dover Township) has introduced legislation
aimed at increasing motorcycle safety by requiring riders to get a motorcycle license
rather than continuously reapplying for a motorcycle learner's permit.
Currently, an aspiring rider can get a permit after passing a written test, which is good
for a year to allow motorcyclists to legally ride and gain experience until they get their
motorcycle license. However, some riders reapply to renew the permit year after year
rather than getting a full
license, Rep. Grove said.
Under Grove's proposal, a
rider would only be allowed to
reapply for a learner's permit
three times in 10 years.
"The purpose is to make peo-
ple get the license," stated
Grove, adding that more
motorcyclists taking the skills
tests or enrolling in the state's
rider training program

Illinois Governor Seeks
Changes To Red Light Bill
Illinois motorcyclists who get
stuck at red lights will remain
stuck a while longer, as
Governor Pat Quinn has
vetoed legislation that would
have made it legal to proceed
through a red light that does
not detect motorcycles.
However, the bill may yet
become law if legislators agree
to make some changes. Illinois has what is called an Amendatory Veto, wherein the
governor can reject a bill as presented for signing, but with changes requested that, if
met, will win his signature.
As written, House Bill 2860 sponsored by Senator Gary Forby (D-Benton) and
Representative Daniel Beiser (D-Alton), specifies that motorcyclists could run red
lights "after a reasonable period of time." Quinn objected that such wording is too
subjective and "its interpretation could vary from individual to individual and county
to county." He asked that the bill be changed to specify that the motorcyclist must
wait two minutes. Quinn also asked for clarification that motorcyclists would still
have to obey signs prohibiting right or left turns on red and would still have to yield
to oncoming traffic.
ABATE of Illinois supported the measure when it passed the legislature in May,
which is similar to laws enacted in 11 other states. "I was kind of disappointed with
what the governor done," said Sen. Forby. "ABATE's going to have to make a deci-
sion on whether they want to negotiate with the governor's office or try to override
his veto."
The Illinois Legislature has
placed the amendatory veto on
its calendar for action on
October 19. www.ON-A-
BIKE.com

Motorcycle- Only
Checkpoints Challenged In
New York
On Monday, August 29, 2011,
Robert "Prospector" Boellner,
State Legislative Coordinator
for ABATE of New York, Inc., and NCOM Region VIII Director, met with a repre-
sentative from the New York State Attorney General's office to discuss the ongoing
motorcycle-only vehicle checkpoints.
Since May 2008, ABATE has publicly expressed its opposition to New York State's
tactic of conducting highway roadblocks which divert only motorcyclists from the
state's roadways for the purpose of conducting "safety checks".
Because motorcycles operated in New York State are already required to pass annual
safety inspections, the ongoing New York State Police initiative serves only to harass,
intimidate and inconvenience motorcyclists traveling upon the state's roadways.
Further, motorcycle-only roadblocks conducted in the name of "safety checks" are a
discriminatory and unconstitutional infringement upon an individual's right to travel
without interference, and an abuse of discretionary power as acknowledged by the
New York State Court of Appeals.
The Office of the Attorney General was reportedly receptive to Prospector's request
of an investigation into the actions of the New York State Police, and a reporting
mechanism has now been implemented for direct complaints of motorcyclist profil-
ing.
If you, or anyone you know, has been a victim of motorcyclist profiling, Prospector
encourages you to call him at (518) 239-4560 for assistance in filing a complaint. 

would mean more trained riders on the road.
If a rider doesn't get a license within 10 years of receiving the
first permit, he or she wouldn't be able to get another permit for
seven years. The bill was referred to the transportation commit-
tee earlier this year and is expected to be addressed this fall. www.ON-A-BIKE.com

QUOTABLE QUOTE: "The Constitution is not an instrument for the government to
restrain the people; it is an instrument for the people to restrain the government - lest
it come to dominate our lives and interests."
Patrick Henry (1736-1799) American Patriot and Founding Father


