
First 30 days the most dangerous for new riders, according to studies
Journal Sentinel writer, Rick Barrett, reported in an April 17th

Let's Ride blog that the first 30 days a new rider is in the saddle
are four times more risky than their entire second year of riding.

Studies indicated that the specialized skills involved in riding a
motorcycle are much more difficult to master than learning how to
drive a four wheeled vehicle. The 30 day high risk factor was
arrived at by the fact that 22% of collision claims for motorcycles
occurred in the first 30 days after an insurance policy went into
effect. Another interesting statistic was a 10% higher claim fre-
quency for riders in California, Florida, Idaho and Oregon, all
states with mandated rider training for riders under 21. 

Along with the acquired skills needed to ride safely, the rider
has to contend with drivers who are distracted or who infringe on
the riders right of way.  Help us spread the message to "Watch for
Motorcycles" by requesting some bumper stickers to put on your
car or to give to relatives and friends. Together we can get the
message out to save lives.
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