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Weird News: Saudi Prince
"Gamer" Has Women
Racing Motorcycles
Although the women of Saudi Arabia are not authorized to take the wheel, in a

new video game designed by Arab royalty, they ride motorcycles as they race
through destroyed and corrupted lands.

The smartphone game called "Saudi Girls Revolution" (SGR) was created by His
Highness Prince Fahad Al-Saud, the grandson of the Saudi Arabia king's brother.
He's got an occidental culture, studied at Stanford University, worked at Facebook
on the launch of the Arabic version and has lived in Los Angeles and London and
has founded several companies including NA3M Games, the company behind
"Saudi Girls Revolution."

Will a video game help the fight for more relaxed laws for all women living in the
Arabic world?  Saudi Arabian women have been fighting for their right to drive for
decades, but now they can at least imagine being one of the 8 ladies of the game rid-
ing at full speed under dark clouds in a post-apocalyptic Kingdom through hostile
landscapes, fighting against brutal tyrants with their abayas in the wind.

Honda and BMW Pledge To
Address Global Warming 
As 150 Heads of State and

Government convened in
Paris, France at the 21st
Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change, with a goal to "reach a new universal climate agreement that is applicable
to all," the hope is that some arrangement can be reached to help reduce carbon
emissions worldwide and keep global warming from exceeding a two degree Celsius
rise in the coming years.

Emissions legislation and the transition to cleaner energy, both of which are
included as strategies toward curbing climate change, have obvious impacts on the
motorcycle industry.  Europe, for example, has set some of the most stringent emis-
sions standards on motorcycles with further restrictions forthcoming.  Further
changes are likely to be seen in the U.S. as well, in part because of the pledges two
motorcycle companies have made in accord with strategies outlined by the White
House in Paris.  American Honda Motor Company and the BMW Group are now
involved in efforts to address global warming, both companies signing the American
Business Act on Climate Pledge.

In a press release issued November 30, 2015, by the White House, 154 companies
are cited as having signed the pledge, each offering company-specific strategies to
combat climate change.  American Honda and BMW are currently the only two
motorcycle OEMs to sign the following pledge:

"We applaud the growing number of countries that have already set ambitious tar-
gets for climate action.  In this context, we support the conclusion of a climate
change agreement in Paris that takes a strong step forward toward a low-carbon,
sustainable future.  We recognize that delaying action on climate change will be
costly in economic and human terms, while accelerating the transition to a low-car-
bon economy will produce
multiple benefits with regard
to sustainable economic
growth, public health,
resilience to natural disasters,
and the health of the global
environment."

minute" tax extenders bill approved by Congress  and signed
into law by President Obama on December 18, 2015.  It cov-
ers 10% of the purchase price up to a maximum of $2,500,
with an additional tax credit approved which covers electric
motorcycle chargers with a 30% tax credit up to $1,000.

The credit only applies to street legal motorcycles that can go over 45 mph.  The
federal tax credits are avail-
able in all 50 US states and
apply to electric motorcycles
and EV chargers purchased in
both 2015 (retroactive) and
2016.

E-Motorcycle Tax Credit Reinstated and Retroactive
The E-motorcycle Federal Tax Credit, also known as the 2-wheeled plug-in tax

credit for electric motorcycles, was  included in the "last 

Biker Attire Allowed In New Mexico Courtrooms
Declaring "A great victory for our community," Annette Torrez, chair of the New

Mexico Motorcycle Rights Organization (NMMRO) and National Coalition of
Motorcyclists (NCOM) board of directors, announced that; We received the follow-
ing message from Chief Justice Judge Nash concerning motorcycle vests in District
Courthouse, "Please be informed that the Bernalillo County Sheriff's Department
will NOT be requiring members of your organization to turn their vests inside out
upon entry into the Second Judicial District Courthouse and its' Courtrooms in the
future."

The NMMRO and the NNMCOC (Northern New Mexico Confederation of Clubs)
sent Judge Nash a letter regarding an issue in which Bernalillo Sheriff Officers were
asking the Guardians of the Children to remove their vests and turn them inside out
so none of the patches were visible. "These vests and patches are what identify them
to the abused children who they are there to support in court under difficult circum-
stance as these children have to face their perpetrators or have to sometimes testify,"
explained Torrez.  "While we can all benefit from this victory, it is the abused chil-
dren from our community who will benefit most, as now members of motorcycle
community can continue to support and accompany them in court. Your voices were
heard as we united in support."

Nash's message specifically denotes "members of your organization" which is why
"it is so important we as motorcyclists join and support the NMMRO, an organiza-
tion that stands and fights for your rights, freedoms and liberties," said Torrez,
adding; "Thank you to Judge Nash for doing the right thing as we believe our 1st
Amendment was being violated. We must also remember that we must be respectful
at all times in our courthouse, we must be on our best behavior so that we may con-
tinue to wear our patches and motorcycle related attire in the courthouse. I want to
thank the Guardians of the Children for bringing this to our attention. Thank you to
Double D from The
Motorcycle Profiling Project
and Attorney Dan Sorey for
their support and advice in
addressing this issue."

New Motorcycle Hazard-
Teens Walking While
Distracted

Motorcycle riders have a lot
to watch for when cruising
through an urban environment
such as a city or town. While
the first focus may be other vehicles, a new study shows bikers should watch for
teens crossing the road while distracted by their smartphone.
According to research released by Safe Kids Worldwide, with support from FedEx,

distraction plays a role as 50% of teens admit they cross streets while using a
mobile device, and an alarming 40% admit to actually being hit or nearly hit by a
car, bike or motorcycle while walking.

Of the teens who have been hit or nearly hit report crossing the street while: 47%
listening to music, 20% talking on the phone, and 18% were texting.

"Every hour of every day, a teen is hit or killed while walking," said Kate Carr,
President and CEO of Safe Kids Worldwide. "Texting and walking or driving can be
fatal.  That's why we're asking everyone to put phones down when crossing the
street."

Teenager Cautioned After Seriously Injuring Motorcyclist
A 14-year-old boy was recently "cautioned" by police after causing "life-changing

injuries" to a motorcyclist by tying a rope between two trees on a woodland path.
The 17-year-old rider was rushed to the hospital with serious neck and wind-pipe
injuries after hitting the rope while riding in woods near St Neots, Cambridgeshire,
UK, and he spent seven weeks in the hospital including two-and-a-half in an
induced coma.

The boy, who admitted responsibility under questioning by police, was issued a
youth caution for causing grievous bodily harm without intent.  He must also attend
sessions with the Youth Offending Service.


