
Motorcycles Prohibited
Word comes to us that the City of Appleton is denying motorcycles access to
municipal parking garages.  The question is, �can they do this?�  The answer, as
we have seen in other situations is �yes� for safety reasons. Ah yes, the good old
safety clause.
These garages have electronic controlled arms that swing up and down and they do
not sense motorcycles so there is a possibility that a biker could be smacked in the
head by an errant arm.  To avoid the liability and injury, the garages forbid motor-
cycles from entering. But wait! These are municipal as in tax funded garages.
Although costly to recalibrate, it seems the municipality should be encouraging the
use of motorcycles, especially in supposed biker friendly Wisconsin, home to
Harley-Davidson. An easy fix would be to shorten the length of the arm so bikes
could navigate around, but the garages seem to be more worried about lost revenue
from non-paying bikers than accommodating the bikes. Meanwhile, the governor
of Maryland just signed a bill that would allow bikes in any tax funded parking
garage and Maryland provides free parking for scooters. Seems the tiny state is
more biker friendly than Wisconsin.  Let�s move this argument to the legislature.
Until then, expect some protests in Appleton.


