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Support Our Troop Rally 2007
By:  Skypilot

Well I've been home it's been seven hours since I've returned
from this years rally ( I think this is 3 or 4 for me). This is pre-
sented by WHP 580 talk radio and Giant Foods. There were
more people this year then last and I tell you this event lefts you
up.

Compared to what was going on back here during my war
actually made me feel like I was a criminal for doing something
my father, grandfather, uncles and friends did "SERVE MY
COUNTRY"

I meet so many veterans, moms with daughters serving in
Iraq, a Full Bird Col. from the PA National Guard that had
numerous tours over in the sand box. Listen to so many good speakers that was such a healing of the heart. I
hope I walk out of the Presidents office with the same feeling. Yes my Congressman and Myself are working
on a visit between President Bush and Myself on the POW~MIA issues. I keep you alert on what happens. Hell
if puts his pants on one leg at a time just like me so we should get along.

This event is the first Saturday in the month of May, if you know someone serving their country, you need
to be there. It has been presented by WHP 580 radio and Giant food (by the way raised 150,000 dollars for the

USO) and before the event bought clothing for homeless vets to attend.
They were proud to have been able to serve there country, but did not want
to come because of what people thought, so these people helped them to
keep their pride.

That is another sore spot with me "Homeless Veterans". As much money
as this country spends, a man or woman who served this nation should not
have to live on the streets. You know I hear a lot of people talk what they
would do if they won the lotto. Myself I'd buy the biggest building in
Harrisburg and reconstruct and furnish it so there wouldn't have to be
"Homeless vets"

So think about it and before you go to bed tonight say a prayer for our
Troops no matter were there deployed, for their safe and fast return HOME.

Until next month "Keep on Triken' ", be safe and keep it upright. Enjoy
the summer and may the Great Spirit ride with you. As always I'll close
with a request pray for our POW~MIA return to their homeland and their
families, so they may have close sure, or better yet maybe a reunion. That
would really be great.

Skypilot

I�m thinking this holds true with any vehicle!
Safer cars mean more crashes?
That's the suggestion of WVU professor after studying 21
years of NASCAR information
By Tom Breen Associated Press Writer
CHARLESTON � The safer your car is, the more likely
you'll crash � that is, if you happen to be Dale Earnhardt Jr.
or one of his fellow drivers.

A West Virginia University professor says 21 years of
NASCAR crash data show that car safety has improved even
while the number of wrecks has increased, and thinks this
may also be true for the general population.

Economics professor Russell Sobel, who compiled the
study with Penn State Erie professor Todd Nesbit, suggests
the reason is psychological: if people believe they're safer,
they're more likely to drive recklessly.

"How do you think people would drive if we got rid of seat
belts and installed metal daggers sticking out of the steering
wheel?" Sobel asks. "Most people would say, �I'm not going
to be tailgating."'
The opposite holds true for regulations that make cars safer,
he says. And with today's race cars equipped with roll cages,
five-point harnesses, window nets, Lexan windshields and
other features, Sobel said reckless driving is commonplace.

Studying 631 races from 1972 to 1993, Sobel and Nesbit
found that accidents increased while injuries to drivers
decreased. About 4 percent of cars were involved in crashes
in the early 1970s, compared to 10.7 percent in the early
1990s, the study found.

Also, the number of caution laps � when drivers cannot
pass each other because the track is dangerous, usually
because of debris from a crash �  went from 25 to 45 per
race.

At the same time, the study found that while one in seven
drivers involved in accidents suffered injuries in the early
1970s, that had fallen to one in 20 in the early 1990s.

"This is kind of a win-win situation," Sobel said. "You get
more exciting wrecks, but the drivers are safer."
NASCAR officials did not return repeated calls seeking com-
ment on Friday.

Of course, most motorists are not driving 200 mph in high-
performance race cars, but Sobel says the principle is the
same: more safety features mean more confidence, which can
lead to reckless driving.

NASCAR presented an ideal model for the study because
it's free of the factors that make comparing data from regular
crashes so difficult, like variations in weather, road conditions
and state law. "This has implications for any type of safety
regulation," he said.

The study will be published in the summer issue of the
Southern Economic Journal.

Byron Bloch, a Maryland-based national expert on auto
safety, said NASCAR drivers are too exceptional a group to
use for broad conclusions about the general public.

"Does having a car with airbags make a teenage driver go
10 miles faster than he would otherwise? Does he even know
or care that there are airbags in the car?" Bloch asked. But he
said the study may show how improved safety features can
reduce injury rates even in vehicles traveling as fast as race
cars.

"NASCAR should be praised for the constant search for
improved safety technology," Bloch said.

The racing association is in the midst of a five-year plan to
roll out the so-called "Car of Tomorrow," which is designed
to have a number of safety improvements over the current
cars.

Joseph Ferrari, a research psychologist at DePaul
University in Chicago who has studied seat belt laws, said it's
possible that enhanced safety features might make some peo-
ple take more risks. However, safety improvements some-
times don't register with many drivers he said, pointing to
studies that show low rates of seat belt use.

"There will always be risky people, no matter what the
technology is," he said.


