
Military Show
Don't asked me when it was, how I found it or why I went? All I know is

that once I got into the show, it was really interesting. The military show at
Krause Publications in IOLA is worth checking out. I have always liked his-
tory, so it was no surprise that seeing certain vehicles and weapons up close was really a treat.
Seeing everything from German bikes with side cars to vintage boats to Korean war ambu-
lances. Isn't it fun to see things that you've only seen on tv or in film, and then be able to touch
the item? To see how big an Army truck is, or how intimidating one of the bigger guns would be if they were being
fired at you. To top off the stop there was a scaled down version of "The Wall" for people to see. From what I hear

after talking to the workers, there are many people that have never even
heard of the wall. To me, it may not be the real wall, but you still get the

goose bumps while
looking at the
names.

Sometimes it pays
to drive around. If
you happen to see a
bunch of tents
and green vehi-
cles in a field

sometime, stop check it
out. I did, and will for
sure do it again.

Page 10

The History Of Flag Day
The Fourth of July was traditionally celebrated as America's birthday, but the idea of

an annual day specifically celebrating the Flag is believed to have first originated in
1885. BJ Cigrand, a schoolteacher, arranged for the pupils in the Fredonia, Wisconsin
Public School, District 6, to observe June 14 (the 108th anniversary of the official adop-
tion of The Stars and Stripes) as 'Flag Birthday'. In numerous magazines and newspaper
articles and public addresses over the following years, Cigrand continued to enthusias-
tically advocate the observance of June 14 as 'Flag Birthday', or 'Flag Day'. 

On June 14, 1889, George Balch, a kindergarten teacher in New York City, planned
appropriate ceremonies for the children of his school, and his idea of observing Flag Day
was later adopted by the State Board of Education of New York. On June 14, 1891, the
Betsy Ross House in Philadelphia held a Flag Day celebration, and on June 14 of the fol-
lowing year, the New York Society of the Sons of the Revolution, celebrated Flag Day. 

Following the suggestion of Colonel J Granville Leach (at the time historian of the
Pennsylvania Society of the Sons of the Revolution), the Pennsylvania Society of
Colonial Dames of America on April 25, 1893 adopted a resolution requesting the mayor
of Philadelphia and all others in authority and all private citizens to display the Flag on
June 14th. Leach went on to recommend that thereafter the day be known as 'Flag Day',
and on that day, school children be assembled for appropriate exercises, with each child
being given a small Flag. 

Two weeks later on May 8th, the Board of Managers of the Pennsylvania Society of
Sons of the Revolution unanimously endorsed the action of the Pennsylvania Society of
Colonial Dames. As a result of the resolution, Dr. Edward Brooks, then Superintendent
of Public Schools of Philadelphia, directed that Flag Day exercises be held on June 14,
1893 in Independence Square. School children were assembled, each carrying a small
Flag, and patriotic songs were sung and addresses delivered. 

In 1894, the governor of New York directed that on June 14 the Flag be displayed on
all public buildings. With BJ Cigrand and Leroy Van Horn as the moving spirits, the
Illinois organization, known as the American Flag Day Association, was organized for
the purpose of promoting the holding of Flag Day exercises. On June 14th, 1894, under
the auspices of this association, the first general public school children's celebration of
Flag Day in Chicago was held in Douglas, Garfield, Humboldt, Lincoln, and
Washington Parks, with more than 300,000 children participating. 
Adults, too, participated in patriotic programs. Franklin K. Lane, Secretary of the
Interior, delivered a 1914 Flag Day address in which he repeated words he said the flag
had spoken to him that morning: "I am what you make me; nothing more. I swing before
your eyes as a bright gleam of color, a symbol of yourself." 

Inspired by these three decades of state and local celebrations, Flag Day - the anniver-
sary of the Flag Resolution of 1777 - was officially established by the Proclamation of
President Woodrow Wilson on May 30th, 1916. While Flag Day was celebrated in var-
ious communities for years after Wilson's proclamation, it was not until August 3rd,
1949, that President Truman signed an Act of Congress designating June 14th of each
year as National Flag Day.

Last month�s issue featured a piece on the history of Memorial
Day.  It was written by David Merchant (USN, 1982-1988).  You
can find his site at www.usmemorialday.org. Remember those
who have died serving this country on May 30th and keep all our
troops in your prayers.


