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Rolling Thunder WI Chapter 4's "Rollin' for Tomah" run/walk
event nets cash & much needed supplies for Tomah VA Hospital
Veterans

By Mark "Wizard" Tilkens (10/9/09)

Sunday August 23rd was a perfect day with perfect weather for a
nice 125 mile ride through the countryside. And what better way to
spend it than a ride supporting the Veterans and helping to raise
money for those Vets that are confined to a hospital. This was the
first year of the "Rollin' For Tomah" event and the turnout was a lit-
tle lighter than expected, despite the publicity, but the organizers
and sponsor of the event, Rolling Thunder Chapter 4 of Central WI,
hope it will become an annual event.

Chapter 4 WI President, Guy ‘Pepper' Hartl states, "Events like this support part of Rolling Thunder's Mission which
is to ‘Help Veterans from all Wars'. The other part of the Mission is to ‘Help Promote the Awareness of POW/MIA
Issues'. This is also why we are thankful when we can partner
with organizations that share our interests, like the American
Legion, which helped us host this event"

Mark "Wizard" Tilkens, Past President of Rolling Thunder
Chapter 3 of WI and current member of Chapter 4 explains the
reasoning behind the event. "Many people do not realize that
Veterans confined [ *
to VA hospitals
get no extras with
g their care. That
means they have
to buy or get their own toiletries and personal items from the outside. Any
snacks, coffee or other food items outside of their normal meals, or any f
recreation items such as movies, videos, music, games, books, magazines,
etc. All of these things are their responsibility to get for themselves. There
is a real need here that
always seems to fall short
of the demand." states
Tilkens. '

Event organizers estimat-
ed about 30 motorcycles
Bl started out on the 4-hour run|
| from the American Legion
in Wausau. Then they made
stops at the VFW Halls in
Colby and Medford, and
Victory Lane in Merrill
before returning to the American Legion for food, music and lots of door
prizes and raffle drawings. There were also walkers and strollers that went
on a shorter walk around the area and some cars also went on the motor-
cycle run. It was billed as a family event and several parents brought their

many area businesses that were so generous in donating prizes for the
event. Everyone that attended took home at least one door prize and two
lucky raffle winners got a half pig, cut and wrapped to their specifications
...all donated by Dayland Meats of Athens, WI.
The "Rollin' For Tomah" event raised about $2000 for the Vets which went
to buy $750 worth of food and personal supplies, with the remaining
$1,250 presented as check to help Vets with other personal and recreation
needs. Boxes of books, tapes and clothing collected during the event were
also donated. Tomah VA Officials were very grateful and hope this can
continue each year. "Our Vets really deserve this support and they just never seem to get enough to fill the need," stat-
ed one Tomah VA Volunteer. "A big Thank You to Rolling Thunder Chapter 4 of WI, and all the businesses that help to

make this generous donation possible."
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A couple of pictures from a Hog Heavan ride this sum-
mer. I was not able to attend the ride, but I do recom-
mend their Chicken tenders. Stop in and say hi the next
time your in Appleton.

Dems]

Tuesday - Saturday  Tpm-Closc
Phus Lasi Sanchay of Every Moath
17 7 Aveme Soulh Wisconsin Rapids, W1 54493

(T15)423-0220

BONER AGAIN
fome Iftllt Hlit for Wishes and Mosquito Fest

Tu::d:-lﬁhnl Eund:y
Cloasd Marsdays

Frae Pool Wednesdays
= Adult Entertainment
o on weekends
3 (715) BB6-4366
—== 4 miles south of Ranbow Casino
hheiosa, W

General Weirdness Free of Charge

A

Since 19227
Hapey Time wir’ DaiLy
Fooo anp DRiNg
SreciaLs 4-Bpm
EvERYDAY

WE HAVE A HISTORY
ForR GREAT Foomn,
Fumn, ano LAUGHTER.
Eves & Guost on 2
|Rioers REGISTER To Wi $25 GIFT CERTIFICATE WEEKLY

OFEN 7 DAYS AT 11:00 AM HEY!

SToP IN AND SEE US!

WERE Onl i DWW BETWES PLOVER Sl SAPDS, v

’“ﬁ%mm

Hog Heaven Bar & l"‘r:H

I 738 Cavalonna Dr.,
{fermeriy .H'.n'n"mn 7]

Happy Hour 4prm - Fprm Mon - Thurs
!IF'MI' All You Can Drink
m = Close Mon-Thurs
m:!I Every Wookond

Dpan 11am - Cloge T day a waak
Sarving food 11am - 10pm

Rookies Bar
TR & Gl

Egor Enterprises LLC
N2410 State Highway 107
Merrill, W1 54452
T15-536-2337
rookseshar merrill{@vahoo.com

Proprictors

Eror & Mohica

4.0 . ' 4
PATRIOT Guarp Ripers

Rt

Ew. _Patri nts:lard.nlg




