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Police In England Issue Riders Hi-Vis Vests
Thousands of British motorcyclists are being stopped by police for not wearing high-
visibility clothing. Beginning in March, riders will be stopped and given lectures on
"being seen" as well as reflective vests to put on over their jackets or leathers.
The Motorcycle Action Group says the tactics are a step towards compulsory hi-vis
clothing or reduced insurance pay-outs for riders in dark kit. "We're advising all rid-
ers stopped without obvious cause in order to deliver these lectures to make a stand
by lodging formal complaints. If police time is tied up too much they may soon drop
this tactic." www.ON-A-BIKE.com

Weird News: Hog Vs. Horse Accidents
In a landmark 1985 study, Dr. J.L. Firth estimated that while "a serious incident can
be expected at the rate of 1 per 7,000 hours of motorcycle riding, serious injury rates
exceeding one per 350 horse riding hours have been described, making horseback rid-
ing 20 times more dangerous than motorcycling." As far as injuries go, horseback rid-
ing leads to more spills on
average than motorcycling.
According to www.booko-
fodds.com, the odds a person
will visit an emergency depart-
ment due to a horseback riding
accident in a year are 1 in
3,837. Most of these accidents
are caused when a horse bucks
or bolts, throwing the rider,
and female injury rates are typ-
ically higher.
The odds a motorcyclist will
be injured in an accident in a year are 1 in 82.55. The odds a motorcyclist will be
killed in an accident in a year are 1 in 1,488, about the same odds a person will be
diagnosed with breast cancer in a year (1 in 1,506). And the odds a rider killed in a
motorcycle accident in a year was not wearing a helmet are 1 in 2.39. www.ON-A-
BIKE.com

Patch Holders Denied Entry To Florida Fair
About 50 bikers from an array of clubs rolled into the Florida State Fair looking for a
good time, but because of the patches on their vests, they were refused entry and
turned away. Fair rules, enforced by the Hillsborough County Sheriff's Office, ban
gang colors or signs.
But a lawyer representing the bikers says their First Amendment rights have been vio-
lated. "They're trying to stifle people's rights by using a blanket policy," said Florida
Aid to Injured Motorcyclists (A.I.M.) Attorney Jerry Theophilopoulos. "It's suppress-
ing their right to associate in
public."
The banned bikers belong to a
wide variety of clubs, from the
Outlaws MC to Christian
clubs such as the Spirit Riders,
and the New Attitudes, a
group of clean and sober rid-
ers. "The clubs that were with
us, none of them have ever
gotten into fights at the fair,"
Theophilipoulos told the St.
Petersburg Times. "They're
not street gangs, and they are being lumped together." The bikers' lawyer said he
called the Sheriff's Office Sat to tell the agency the bikers were coming, and he was
told that if they wore their colors, they wouldn't be let in. They tried to go, anyway.
"Sometimes you have to make a statement, to stand up for what you believe in," said
Jerry T, who also serves as legal counsel for the local Confederation of Clubs.
www.ON-A-BIKE.com

Highway Signs Deliver A Message
Some of the best riding roads are in California, and a new
campaign aims to make the roadways safer for motorcyclists
by lighting up over 700 changeable freeway message signs
saying "Share the road, look twice for motorcyclist."
Following years of lobbying and letter-writing, ABATE of California is now working
with state officials to utilize Amber Alert electronic message boards, when not in offi-
cial use, to display the motorcycle awareness alert to millions of commuters daily.
ABATE Executive Director Anthony Jaime says the joint effort with CalTrans, the
California Highway Patrol and the California Motorcycle Safety Program "highlights
the impact that grassroots organizations like ABATE can have on their government
when they actively become part of the process of governance rather than just sitting
back and being governed."
The signs displayed the messages statewide for a one-week period during peek drive
times, and serves as an example that other states can easily follow since it doesn't cost
anything extra to do.
Similarly, HB2351 would require the Iowa DOT to use electronic message boards on
Hawkeye highways to flash "Watch for Motorcycles" during May for Motorcycle
Safety and Awareness Month. www.ON-A-BIKE.com

Half A Billion E-Cycles To
Hit The Road
Worldwide sales of electric
powered two-wheel vehicles
are set to explode over the next
six years. According to a
recently released study by U.S.
based firm, Pike Research, 466
million e-bikes, e-motorcycles
and e-scooters will be on the
road by 2016.
"Demographics and economics are aligning to create a strong market opportunity for
two-wheel electric vehicles," Pike's industry analyst Dave Hurst told Cycle Canada.
"In some countries, these vehicles will be engines of economic growth, while in oth-
ers they will be signals of broader consumer behavioral shifts."
Not surprisingly Hurst claims that China will dominate the global electric two-wheel
vehicle market, representing more than 95% of sales during the next six years. E-bikes
will hold a 56% share of the market, predicts Hurst, followed by e-motorcycles at 43%
and e-scooters in distant third with less than 1%. www.ON-A-BIKE.com

Ohio Measure Would Make Motorcycle Parking Safer
Buckeye bikers will be able to back their motorcycles into angled parking spaces,
under legislation unanimously approved by the Ohio House on March 10. Substitute
House Bill 204, sponsored by Rep. Tom Letson, D-Hubbard, passed 96-0 and now
heads to the Ohio Senate.
Under existing state law, motor vehicles parked on public streets and highways can-
not face into traffic. That poses a problem for people who drive motorcycles, which
don't go in reverse, Letson told reporter Marc Kovac, Dix Newspapers Statehouse
Bureau chief. For angled parking spaces, motorcyclists have to physically push their
bikes into traffic, creating a dangerous situation.
Letson's bill would allow cycles to be backed into angled spaces, instead. "Many of
you are probably asking why this is necessary or what this even means," Letson said.
"...The purpose for this legislation is to increase safety on Ohio's roadways and to ease
the unnecessary burden on Ohio motorcycle drivers." www.ON-A-BIKE.com

Motorcycle Industry Asks Congress To Amend Lead Rules
The Motorcycle Industry Council (MIC) has delivered nearly 4,000 letters to
Congress signed by motorcycle industry professionals who have had their livelihoods
impacted by the lead provisions of the Consumer Product Safety Improvement Act
(CPSIA).
"We believe these letters along with the other communications will help add to the
momentum encouraging Congress to amend the CPSIA's lead content provisions to
exclude youth vehicles," said MIC chairman Larry Little.
The CPSC recently requested flexibility to grant exclusions from the lead content
limit to address certain products including youth vehicles in a Jan. 15 report to
Congress.
The MIC stressed three key reasons why youth ATVs and motorcycles should be
excluded from the CPSIA's lead content provisions: 1. The lead content poses no risk
to kids. Experts estimate that the lead intake from kids' interaction with metal parts is
less than the lead intake from drinking a glass of water. 2. The key to keeping youth
safe is having them ride the right size vehicle. Kids are now at risk because the avail-
ability of youth ATVs and motorcycles is limited due to the lead ban. 3. The lead ban
hurts the economy for no good reason when everyone is trying to grow the economy
and create jobs. MIC estimates that a complete ban on youth model vehicles would
result in about $1 billion in lost economic value in the retail marketplace every year.
www.ON-A-BIKE.com


