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ground as a paid informant? How trustworthy is the evidence gathered by
% a person like this? In a highly publicized case in California, the ATF enlist-
~ 7 © ed the help of a member of a well known motorcycle club to work as a paid
informant. The felon received special consideration for past crimes he was
involved in or accused of in return for his under cover work. The two oper-
ations he was involved in resulted in very few convictions and were large-
ly unsuccessful, even though they involved infiltration, entrapment and
prosecution of former club brothers. Ultimately, the U.S. Marshall's Office
relocated the informant into a protection program at a cost of $99,000. The
ATF paid him $197,220 since 2001 for his contributions to their investiga-
tions of clubs. There was an additional $118,776 spent on protection of this
informant and although the actual total is unknown |t IS estimated that over
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